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Erich von Stroheim Production of "GREED," a Metro~Goldwyn Pi tu e.

A Story of the LUlt for Gold; ~e

firSt PIiOtoplay That', Life Itself

.....

IN BRIEF

A San Franc:isco dentist mar·
ries a~man who h.. won
$5,000 in a lottery.-She liaiiJ(S

this m~ey, ed, by scrimping.and
...~, hoards most of the money
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a laborer. He and his wife drift.
to squalid living quarten, ~d the
hoarding of. money goes on even
more intensively. The husband,
poor, hungry, and crazed with the
knOwledge of his wife's money,
kiIb her and escapes with the
gold. Hunted into Death Valley,
L I ..m ..:- pursuer,..but...6ndLbim.
se1f1iiDdcidfed to the dead-man,
and perishes from heat and thirst
with the money beaide him.
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from the bank i~old so that
she will be able to '"enjoy the
"feel" of the money. The
thought of the accumulated gold
obsess'es McTeague unti'l one
night, unable to control himself,
he chokes Trina to death, .takes
the gold and fit to eastern Cal-

i~rnia. ~ ~

__NOT,ICES are posted every..
where offer.lng a rew-ar--.----,-!l~-

for his arrest. - He is soon rec­

ognized and a posse is or
ized. 9£ which ,Mar£u _ choul::.=..=....r_~

T HERE one day he jDeets
Trina Sieppe throug ar- LESSthan,a week after Mar- is a member. They pursu~ !-.im

cus Schouler, his closest" iend. cus's departure for the until he e~ters Death Vall y, a.
Trina is Marcus's in nded ~outheastern part of California ~un parched waterless desert
~ife, but the latter magnani- m lYe-come a cowboy, the author- which is ~atalto allior.ms of life. -.;;;.-:...
mously steps aside, when he ities forbid Dr. McTeague to Conc~udi~g tha.t Mc!eague
sees McTeague's interest in the practice his profession as he has must mevltably die of thIrst, t.he
al'rl rl'pen to 10 e 'fi R' b' upholders of the law return-wIth-'" v . no certl cate. I emem enng .

M
' : M T the exceptIon of Marcus, who

arcus s enmIty, c eague .
. l' h M' presses on to wreak destructIOn L

T HIS GENEROSITY turns rea Izes t at arcus IS respon- 1 'h'h h'bl f k' h' upon t 1e man w om e ates.
to hate, however, wh n Tri- 31 e or ta mg away IS means
. $S 000 . 1 .' t of livelihood and resolves to

na wms , m a ottery JUS ..-

b f h
. M""\ even up the score WIth hIm some AND then he meets Mc-

e ore s e marn~s c 1,eague. d
Marcus denounces McTeague ay. Teague. The two men
for having stolen his girl in or- grapple together like maniacs
der to get the money~ ut the AS a result of Trina's insist- on the terrible scorching'barren
money is no asset to Me ague. ence, they move to poorer region. With his giaht strength
Trina, brought up lhrift ly, re- quarters. Too ignorant to learn McTeague-wrests Marcus's pis­
;<uds her $5,000 as so thin~ a trade or do skilled work, Mc- tol from him and clubs him to
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:ells her husband they 'U live day laborer. ' Year by year his not before Marcus has hand­
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they live happily 'for ten years. scant' earnings. They separate ishes of heat and thirst.

M cTEAGUE 'is power­
ful, primitive un­

" couth, and yet has a
sense of decency t~at

makes him, in the ordinary ryn
of life, a conventional enouJJh
citizen. His slow-working bra~n

has acquired one asset- pra¢­
tical knowledge of dental ' lrrg­
ery. This ..tame after a long
youthful apprenticeship .~. a
traveling d~ntist in the C ifor..
nia mine co~ntry. To hi it is
a trade, not a profession. has
no·cer ca e 0 pr c . -, i"Ulhe
does a good business in an of­
fice he opens in San Francisco.



This document is from the Library of Congress 
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, 

1912-1977” 

Collections Summary:  

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts, 
plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the 
purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States 
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977. 

Class L Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi020004

Class M Finding Aid: 
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002 

National Audio-Visual Conservation Center 
The Library of Congress  


